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Dear ((Mrs. Sample)),  

What do Quebec, Alabama, North Dakota, Virginia, and West Virginia all 
have in common? 

These were all sites where trains carrying fracked crude oil derailed 
and exploded in the past two years, with the derailment in West Virginia 
occurring only a few days ago.

The derailments, explosions, fi res, and oil spills in these locations killed 
47 people, threatened the lives and safety of entire communities, and led 
to the evacuations of many thousands of people, while polluting waterways 
and poisoning drinking-water supplies.

Ribbons of railroads lace most of our country, running through our cities and towns and over or next to our 
nation’s waterways, making it very likely that one of these bomb trains is rolling through or near your 
neighborhood right now.

Fracking has caused a 4000% increase in crude-by-rail transport.  And 85% of the railcars the industry 
uses are outdated and unsafe DOT-111’s that cause the lighter, more volatile fracked Bakken crude oil to 
explode and burn in an accident.  

Adding to this growing threat is the fact that the rail industry is looking to double the speed at which these 
trains travel, from 30 mph to 60 mph. But the train that derailed, exploded, and spilled thousands of gallons 
of oil into Virginia’s James River was only travelling at 24 mph!  

These bomb trains are disasters waiting to happen that must be stopped now!

And that’s why I’m writing and asking for your help today. Your donation will help Waterkeeper Alliance fi ght 
these bomb trains and other frontline threats to our public health, communities, waterways, and environment.

Please help us STOP these deadly bomb trains by making a generous gift today.

Thank you in advance for your passion and generosity!

Sincerely,

   Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
   President
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